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The year was 1980, Bend’s
economy was hurting and Gary
Bunger, Sr., was looking for a new
way to make a living after the garment
manufacturer he was working for
went out of business.

After dabbling for a time in the
heating and cooling industry, known
as HVAC, he decided to open his
own company. And so Bunger
became the owner of Mountain View
Heating. The first couple of tough
years, it was just he and a couple of
employees.

Bunger died in May 2003 – but
Mountain View Heating’s legacy as
one of Central Oregon’s most well
known businesses lives on.

Mountain View Heating now is
jointly owned and operated by Gary
Bunger, Jr., 36, and Buffy Busik, 33,
two of the four children of Gary
Bunger, Sr., and his widow, Sharrell,
who the children say is happily
enjoying retirement. 

The company, which had grown
to about 40 employees when both
Gary Jr. and Buffy graduated from

Oregon State University in the early
1990s, now has 100 employees and
is hiring more.

Mountain View Heating late last
year moved from SE Bridgeford to a
larger building at 110 SE Ninth St.

The second generation of Bungers
is well aware of the company’s
humble start and is determined to
carry on Gary Sr.’s philosophies of
appreciating the customers, the
employees and the town that has
brought the company so much
success over the years.

“We have a solid base of
customers we feel rely on us,”  said
Buffy. “Our customers are our
lifeblood, and we have really good
employees, many of whom have been
with us for a long time.”

Mountain View Heating’s
management and employees always
have been heavily involved in
community service. The company
donates both money and in-kind
services to a wide range of
organizations, including youth sports,
high school programs, the Boys’ and
Girls’ Club and the Ronald
McDonald House.

Employees have spent hundreds
of hours on their own time working
on houses for Habitat for Humanity,
as well as other projects.

The company also continues to
donate to the Central Oregon Police
Chaplaincy, a favorite cause of Gary
Sr.’s that provides counseling to law
enforcement and emergency response
agency employees, as well as people
and/or their families those who find
themselves in involved in police or
fire situations.  

Mountain View Heating recently
found out that the company for the
second consecutive year has won the
Circle of Excellence award from
Lennox, Inc., given to the top 50
HVAC companies in North America
that carry Lennox products.


